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Year 2 Unit 10: Money 

Lesson 7: Giving change 

Key learning:  To be able to work out the change in pounds and pence 

Lesson overview 
 
Recap concept of giving change. 
 
Explore giving change. 
 
Develop strategies for calculating 
change and use them to solve 
problems. 
 
 
Key vocabulary 
value, coins, notes, change, how 
much?, fewest, equal, same 
 
Sentence structure 
I bought a ____ that cost £__ __p. 
I gave the shopkeeper £__ __p. 
I need £__ __p change. 
£__ __p minus £__ __p is equal to £__ 
__p. 
 
Resources 
Demonstration coins and notes 
Coins and notes for pupils 
Dienes blocks 
Bead strings, number lines 
A class role play shop with items priced 
either in pounds or pence (items should 
not have a price equivalent to one note 
or coin e.g. 50p, £1, £2, £5) 
Task sheet 7a and 7b 
 
By the end of this lesson ALL pupils 
must be able to: 
calculate how much change to give in 
pounds and pence. 

Do Now 

Recapping change from a pound 

Provide pupils with one or two of the items from Task 5b. Invite them to 

choose an item and use bead strings to calculate the change they would 

get from one pound. 

 

New Learning 

Subtracting units of money 

Discuss with pupils going to the supermarket and purchasing items. Ask 

pupils to discuss what happens when they don’t have the exact coins to 

pay for an item. Share ideas. Through this discussion pupils should recall 

that they could pay with a coin that is of a higher value and get change. 

Give some examples where the change that you give is incorrect, making 

it obvious, e.g. the apple costs ten pence. A child pays with a 50p coin. 

The shopkeeper gives one penny change. Allow pupils to discuss, in pairs, 

why this isn't fair and how much the child paid for the apple. Start a class 

discussion on the importance of giving the correct change. 

Use items from your class shop and your demonstration coins to model 

the process of paying for an item and receiving change. Use a bead string 

to demonstrate calculating how much change you should receive. Recap 

pupils’ learning on counting up to calculate change from Lesson 3. Show 

that you could count up 40 pence from 10p to get to 50p OR subtract 

40p from 50p to get to 10p.  

(If it is not possible for you to create a class shop, an IWB slide with items 

of various prices is provided.) 

This introduces the Talk Task, where pupils will role play going to the 

shop and working out the correct change. The purpose of this task is for 

pupils to develop their own problem-solving skills. 

? What do pupils know? What do they need to find out? 

? How will they find the answer? What resources will they use? 

Transition: “Round and adjust” strategy for number bonds within 20 (9 + 

3, 9 +4, 9 + 5, 9 + 6) 

Transition: “Round and adjust” strategy for number bonds within 20 (9 + 3, 9 +4, 9 + 5, 9 + 6) 
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Year 2 Unit 10: Money 

Lesson 7: Giving change 

Key learning:  To be able to work out the change in pounds and pence 

Talk Task 

Shop role play 

Give each pair of pupils a selection of items from the class shop (or 

those from Task sheet 7a) and a selection of coins and notes. (Do not 

give any coins lower than 20p.) Pupil A (customer) selects one or more 

items from the shop and must pay for them using only one coin or 

note (this requires pupils to choose the coin or note that is higher in 

value). Pupil B (shopkeeper) must calculate how much change is 

needed. 

Pupils swap roles and repeat. Pupils can use bead strings to support the 

addition and subtraction.  

Teachers should decide if pupils are to buy more than one item each 

time. 

Develop Learning 

Problem solving 

Discuss and share ideas from the Talk Task.  

? What strategies did pupils use to work out the change? 

Look at the problem shown to the right. Invite pupils to discuss how they 

would calculate the change.  

? Would they count up or subtract? Can they explain why? 

Model recording a counting up strategy on a number line. 

Model recording a subtraction strategy on a number line. 

? Which strategy do pupils think is more efficient for this 

problem? 

Repeat the process using the problems on the next two 

slides. Discuss which strategies work best for each 

problem.  

? Do some problems lend themselves more to counting up? 

? Are there any problems where using subtraction is better? 

The aim of the Independent Task is for pupils to explore different 

strategies for solving the problems. They record the strategy that 

they use on a number line. Pupils should discuss and compare 

their strategies with the person next to them.  

I will buy a banana for 20p 

and an apple for 10p. I will 

pay using a 50p coin. 

To work out the change I counted on from 

35p to 50p. First I added 5p to get to 40p 

then ten pence to get to 50p. This means 

that I need to give them 15p change.  

Transition: “Round and adjust” strategy for number bonds within 20 (9 + 3, 9 +4, 9 + 5, 9 + 6) 

20p plus 10p is equal to 

30p. 50p is 20p greater 

than 30p, so I need to give 

20p change.  

To work out the change I counted on from 

35p to 50p. First I added 10p to get to 45p 

then five pence to get to 50p. This means 

that I need to give them 15p change.  

To work out the change I subtracted 35 

pence from 50 pence. 50 minus 30  gave me 

20 pence. I then took 5 pence from 20 pence 

to get 15 pence. 
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Year 2 Unit 10: Money 

Lesson 7: Giving change 

Key learning:  To be able to work out the change in pounds and pence 

Adapting and differentiating 
Increase scaffolding: Provide pupils 
with (some) jumps/a starting point on a 
number line to support their 
calculations.  
 
Decrease scaffolding: Remove the bar 
model representations and pupils 
should draw their own.  
 
Constraints: Keep the money paid each 
time constant for pence (e.g. paying 
with a £1) and for pounds (e.g. paying 
with £5). 
 
Ideas for Depth 

 
Pupils could be 
challenged to write their 
own word problems 

using the task sheets as a guide. 
 
 

Pupils demonstrate their 
mental calculations using 
concrete manipulatives. 
 

  
Provide pupils with an 
amount in pounds/
pence. Can they create a 
word problem involving 

change around that value? 
 
Working at greater depth 
Pupils can demonstrate they are 
working at greater depth within the 
expected standard by solving unfamiliar 
word problems that involve more than 
one step and use reasoning about 
numbers and relationships to solve 
more complex problems and explain 
their thinking. 

Independent Task 

Strategies for calculating change 

The aim of the Independent Task is for pupils to explore different 

strategies for solving the problems. They record the strategy that they 

use on a number line. Pupils should discuss and compare their strategies 

with the person next to them.  

 

 

Plenary 

Explaining and justifying 

It is important to draw the pupils together and discuss the different 

strategies that they used to solve the problems. Discuss the two 

strategies shown on IWB slide 11.  

? Which of the two strategies works best for this problem and 

why? 

 

 

Transition: “Round and adjust” strategy for number bonds within 20 (9 + 

3, 9 +4, 9 + 5, 9 + 6) 
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10p 

30p 

5p 

80p 

5p 

40p 

85p 

20p 



I went to the supermarket and I bought a comic that cost 99p.  

I gave the shopkeeper a £1 coin.  

How much change should I receive? 

I went to the supermarket and I bought a book that cost £4. I gave the 

shopkeeper a £20 note. 

How much change should I have received? 

I went to the supermarket and I bought a packet of sweets that cost 

17p. I gave the shopkeeper a 50p coin. 

How much change should I have received? 

I went to the supermarket and I bought a radio that cost £39. I gave 

the shopkeeper a £50 note. 

How much change should I have received? 

99 ? 

100 

4 ? 

20 

17 ? 

50 

39 ? 

50 

Fill in the bar models and solve the problems 


